: 

We are the Church
Jesus: “I will build my church.”

Mt. 16:18

ekklesia – “called-out ones”

ecclesiology – study of the church

When we define Church as a place we visit, a program we attend, a pastor we follow, or by our personal preferences, I believe we miss God’s intentions, because, at its core, the Church is none of these things.  The Church is God’s people.  (Jason Zahariades in The Relevant Church, ed. by Jennifer Ashley, p. 111)
· And there arose on that day a great persecution against the church in Jerusalem. Acts 8:1
· But Saul was ravaging the church, and entering house after house, he dragged off men and women and committed them to prison. 
· So the church throughout all Judea and Galilee and Samaria had peace and was being built up. Acts 9:31
· …the church of God which is at Corinth. 1 Cor. 1:2

· The churches of Asia send you greetings. Aquila and Prisca, together with the church in their house, send you hearty greetings in the Lord.
· Give my greetings to the brothers at Laodicea, and to Nympha and the church in her house. Col. 4:15

· To Philemon our beloved fellow worker and Apphia our sister and Archippus our fellow soldier, and the church in your house. Philemon 1:2

· And he put all things under his feet and gave him as head over all things to the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. Eph. 1:22-23

· And he is the head of the body, the church. Col. 1:18

Metaphors for the Church

· Family  

· Bride

· Branches on a vine 

· Olive tree 

· Building 

· Harvest 

· New temple 

· Priesthood


· God’s house 

· Pillar and bulwark of the truth 

· Body of Christ 
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